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- THE WEST PARKS.

The:Town Board Examines into
the Subject.

Summary of the Report Submitted
by Its Expert.

Henry Greenebaum ‘Explains the Al-
leged Discrepancy in His
Accounts.

Avery Moore Wanis Immu.nify So He
Can Return and Settle.

The Board Declines to Accept His Proposi-
tion for Compournding a Felony.

Ez-Supervisor Pilgrim Denies that His
Accounts Are Short.

The West Town Board held a full mecting 5

last pight. all the members being present ex-
cept Justices Eberhardt and Salisbury. There
were also present  Collector Hoflman, Assessor
Clark, and West Park Commissioners Muus.
Helden, Lipe, and Greenebzum,Messrs. Wheeler
and Gill, of Avery Moore’s bondsmen, and 8.
K. Dow, their attorney.,

TIE EXPERT. )

~ Mr. R M. C. McChesney, the expert of the
Town Board, sufuittea his report, which was in
give large books of tegal cap. His report is ac-
companicd by a book  containing detailed state-
nents of facts and figures.

He says that on the first page of the book the
trial balance will be found, and that it shows
that the ledger accounts do not balance. He
glludes to the expenditures for salary account,
which show an expenditure of -only $35,257.99,
while $86.854.31 is reslly chargeable to that ac-
count, whiie for lezal expenses only $1.851.40 is
chared, while in reality it should be §3,776.40.
The trial balance fails to show uu open cash ac-
count, land purchases, land bonds issued, ete.
He further alludes to the imperfect bookkeep-

ing, and skows that but little information conld

be obtained from the books. The total assess-
ments have been §1,330,113.18, of which there
sppears to bave been -coliected $4,123,958.33,

‘clanse in - the fifth secticn of
the act under which the Board was orzanized.
The bonds are indorsed, “Secured by mortgage
duly stamped.” There is no means of deter-
mining to whom or for_how mucen  these mort-
trages have been issued, as no record of these
mortgages has been kept. e recoinmends that
abstracts e procured of all lands bought to
date, and that such arecord would doubtless
devolop trust-deeds, mortgages, tax-deeds, and
perhaps, in some instances, more fatal defects |
}in title, of which there are no records in.the oi- |
ce. .

THE EXPERT OBSERVES:

1 notice also that many of the bonds issucd in

paymeunt of land purchased are issued in blank

er,~this i most noticeable in cases that have
elicited the moet critician, —and have been pad
without indoreement. And another strikine fea-
ture in this bond business, all the coupons have
been aetached, even upon bonds which were paid
one or two years before maturity.

The report refers to certain land donations,
and alludes to the  tables accompanving in re-
gard to them. It alleges that the officers of the
Board purchaged the bonds issued by them,
and at 2 discount, before maturity, and kept
the profits to themesclves, and also compelled
the Board to pay to John De Koven $15,000 elev-
en months before it became due. In a note to
the Secretary, Andrew Pearson wrote March 31,
1877, that be had sold some bonds to Henry
Greenebaum at a discount of 15 per cent flat,
upon which Greencbaum made $395.56, which
e should have credited to the Roard under
I}in’_s resolution, which he failed to do. Horace
E. Gillette, in an aflidavit, acknowledges that
he sold to Stanford and Loding, as ofticers of the
B_oard, bonds to the amount of $7,219.03 at a
discount ot 5 per cent with interest,
and that an order was jssued on Henry Greene-
baum, Treasurer, for the amount. Interest on
these bonds was paid twice. The report further
states:

On the same vage you will note 8 payment of
interest on §16, 500 bonds issued to James Stuart,
develo?in: some gharp financiering. The voucher,
you will notice, is dated May 7, 1874, is made out
in favor of F. Frauk, a young man understood to
be emplored in the (Treasurer’s) Henry Greene-
baum & Co.’s banking house, 18 receipted by him,
and the warrant, No.,2, 903, is indoraed by him for
$742.50,

In this case, Messrs. J. & J. Stuart & Co.,
underdate oi July 24, 1877, state that they have
received no interest on their $16,500, which was
{)md May 6, 1573. The Treasurer claimed that

he advanced this money one day before it was
due. The report reflects seriously upon Mr
Greenebaum jo this matter, and says that he
paid the bonds before maturity ;out of park
tunds in his hands, and that he shoutd have re-
ported the Messrs. Stuart’s liberality in waiving
the interest. The interest was collected by Mr.
Greenebaum’s clerk one year after the bonds
were retired. The expert bolds. that this ex-
plains why all the coupons were detached from

the land bonds which were paid before maturity. _

WZHO 13 RESPONSIBLE?
The expert next goes on to say in & spirit of
semi-jocularity:
¢“Who is reeponsidble?” ‘in Harper's Weekly,

of the poritions taken. by the geitleman. e is
horrified that the Fark Board kept no record of o
dehinguent list of taxes and asscesmenta. Haathe
Townof West Chicago kept such an accosnt here-
tofore? Iizs the Town 0} Jefferson or any other
town in Cook County? Had the gentleman suz-
gerted the keeping of such an account, and said no
more on that point, he would not have
betraved so Treadily the animue of Ms vo-
luminous work. March 15, 1870, hc states

| that 310,000 bonds were sold by the Treasurer,

and the report of proceeds of sale to the Dourd
was approved. Under these circumstances of the
caxe, i it not tou late in the day to raise the ques-
tion whether the Treasurer had or had not the au-
thority to sell the bonds? The Treasurer coarged
1o commizsionon the sale of the bonds, and Mr.
McChesney raises the inquiry, Was there any need
of the money? Ly the light of subsequent events,
he thinks there was not.  Well,. that only shows
that ** foresight is not a&.zood a8 hindsight.™
But, good gracioune, on the 27th of July, the

‘Treasurer reports a sale of 647 twenty-year 7 per

cent bonds at, says 90 cents Nat. Was there ever
such management; and why, under all circum-
stances, not «cll bonds as vou want the money?
Now, I'am not quite sure whether Mr, McChesney
lived in Illinols in 1870 or not. At any rate, a
new Constitution went into effect on the 1st of
August of that year, and that Constitution con-
tains a provision limiting the issne of ponds by
corporate authorities, and tne Park Board hurried
al]l they could to »ell their bonds before Auguet,
having been thoroughly satisfied by prominont,
bond-brokers of New York that the City of Chi-~
cago, being estopped under the new Constitution
from issuing bonds for some time, and the
Park Commissioners having been called into ex-
istence by ar amendment to the Charter of the City
of Chicago, the doubt as to the legality of the
issue of the bonds contemplated was suflicient to
prevent their sale. I do not know how Mr: Mc-
Chezney feels as to bond investments, but usually
people don’t buy any bonds for investment where
therc is any doubt about the legality of their issue.
Another objection to selling them from time
to time would be, that it couh% not be done. Who
is to buy them? Only bonsls that have an estab-
lished market value, that are quoted on the Stock
Exchange and in steady demand, can be dis-

osed of in that way. 1 am afraid  Mr.
McChesney knows as littic about the sale of bonds
as he seema to know about investments in bonds.
Mr. McChesney Kindly sugmests that, perhsps, I
will be generous and donate about $7,500 to the
Park Fund to recompense them in part for the in-
tereet incarred in having disposed of the bonds in
the manner in which it had been done.

Now, I think M:. McChesney himself nceds ail
the generosity that I can vossibly excrcise, and of |
everyhody else that will calmly study his report
and make up an impartial judgment uponit. He
next comments on the missing two coupons paid
avainst a bond of indemmty, and his remarks de-
scend to mere twaddle. In the first place, *he two |
coupons have not been paid, nor arc they claimed |
by ex-Supervisor Avery glnore to have been paid;
and as to how soon after the maturlty of couvons
the money may be ordered back from the bankers
intrusted with their payment is altogether 8 matter
depending on the will and pleasure of the Town of
West Chicago. If the money is ready on the day
and av the place where_the coupons are payable,
that ixali the Town Board have todo.

AR. M’CHESNEY NEXT STRIKES
equare from the shoulder aud charges that I have
handled $2,176. 732, 76 and have not accounted for
£14,118.23—that is to say, 31,603.31 he knows
were received by me as discounts on obligations

ving  $255,154.5 i ) h
le":)o 05'0 ds ";’ ’h:i 0 1 degllrjqucnt, including Nast's cartoon represents Boss Tweed standingin  and Atill in my hands. and that I have received
£100, uc for special assessments. fn onc of  a'row with his friends. each pointing to nnother as ~ $6,728,31 taxes and assesswments, and 33,701 65

“the pigeon-holes was found a due-bill from
Henry Harms to the West Park Board for $930,
which was apparently written by President Stan-
ford. The report says that the death of a former
Secretary restrains the expect from severe
criticism. The report alluges to the various
loans authorized, and how the various bonds
were issued, commencing from the first §20,000.
The report covers the sameground as Mechelke,
and shows how the bonds were appareotly irreg-
ularly issued. He holds that the issue of $667,~
00) in bonds before the money was necessary
was improvident and reckless, and entailed a

luss upon the Park Board and the taxpavers of
West Chicago, which may f{airly be estimated at :

§7,500, consisting of $1,500 discount and 6,000
interest. This transaction ke regards as a viola-
tion of the cighth section of the by-laws of the
Buard, for which President Stanford-is in a
great measure responsible, as he was not an-
thorized by the Board to make these contracts.
Tbe Treasurer is censured for his negligence in
reporting -to the Board and tbe incompleteness
of his books. There are no records to show
that there was authority.given to cancel bonds,
and no revord can be found of bonds canceled,
and the expert expresses surpris¢- that oo such
record of cancellation should be in existence,
and thut wo attempt has been made to verify
the Seerctary’s report, or see whether the bonds
were  really canceled.  In bis tracing . out
the issue of the $700,000 twenty-year bonds,
he found twenty-seven bonds, from 51 to
77,  inclusive, marked off as paid Dec.
1. 1875, by D. W. Baker, Supervisor. Tiese
were found in - the Commissioner’s office with
thirty coupons attached to each, the coupons
only ey canceled, geaving 640 of the 7

tonds really afloat. ardinst the Town of \West'

Cnicago. The coupouns attacbed for wnterest ap-
pear to have heen recularly provided for, but not
all returned.. There are 4435 coupons missing.
The cash decount next gets an overhauling,
and Mr. Greenebaum gets a whack tor leaving
1o casli-book in the office. The County Treas-
urer has greatly assisted him, and he finds that
there is a defivit 1o the Treasurer’s account of
€14,118.23, apparcntiy. Here Mr. McChesney

the guilty party. From a_careful reading ot the
rules and by-laws, it would seem the concurrent
ofticial action of the President, Secretary, Aud-
itor, Finance Comumittee, and the Treasurer, are
necessary to consummate 8ny measure involving
the payment of money. The concurrence of a
gortion of the Finunce Committee scems to have

cen frequeptly dispensed with, and in some
instances the - concurrence  of all” of
them except the Chairman (the President).
has been dispenszcd with, but a careful reading of
the minutes of Board meetings indicated that E.
F. Runyan, Seccretary Loding, and Treasurer
Greencbaum since the organization of the Board
have generally acted in harmony with cornmenda-
ble constancy and alacrity, and were eelde:n op-

osed by Commissioner Hitt while he was a mem-

r of the Board.

The expert next alludes facetious!y to certain
transactions, and then concludes with the state-
ment that he has endeavored to give aclear and
impartial report, that he was unacquainted with
any one in the otfice, and that he has oniy tried
toperform the daties allotted to him.

The report was received and accepted as the -~
Special Park Committee’s report.

-On motion of Justice Ingersoll, Mr. McChes-
ney. in addition to bis salary, was given-a vote
of thaaks.

Tae matter of printing 1,000 copies of the re-
port was referred to the Special Committee 1o
find out what it. would cost.

AVERY MOORE.

Mr. 8. K. Do, as attorney for Avery Moore
and his bondsmen, begged leave to makea
statement on behalf of Moore. Previous fo this
Clerk Tarble read a letter from Mr. Dow. That
gentleman then went on to say that Mr. Moore
was beyond the limits of the Umted
States. If he was here he could make such
arrangements as would, be satisfactory to -the
town, The fact was that the criminal statute
stood in the way and frighteoed him off. He
had some property here, which was not being
cared for during his absence. The property was
ull morteaged. The amount against him as
owing the town was 5,000, against which there
was a sct~off.  He had property and fricnds. 1f
e could return unmolested, be would make
such arrangements as would be satisfactory to

hie town.. He wanted permission to return to
Chicaro and fix matters up and again return to
Queen Victoria’s domain it he so desired., He
aud bis friends desired .that the fown

for permits for hurying night-soil, and 3$2,084.96
for old'iron_and boats and ice and tools and grass
a2nd disabled horses, $12,514.92 in_ ail, and this 1
kept about me and never reported it, and never
gave credit for 1t.  Now, the expert, having spent
four months investigating the true condition of
things of the Park Board, don’t know any more
apout it than he did the first day he went at it. X

I was amazed at the tone. manuner, and misrep-
resentation and arrogance of Mr, McChesney's re-
port. Iam told it corroborates Mr. Mechelke's
renort. Now as to Mr. Mcchelke's report. It
secms he was quite willing to do anrthing Holden,
Millard, and Muuns .esked him to; they hired him
for this work; they secured nim 810 a day fora
lony time! And Mechelke acted as the German

roverb, ** Whose bread 1 eat, whose song I sing.™

e wrote 8 letteron March 19, 1877, to a repre-
sentative at Springfield (the original letter is in my
poasession). in which letter he says: **To-day I
have been engazed to examine the books of the
West Side Park Commission, and would like to cet
the South Parkalso. Iwould make a thoroughly
feariegs examination, no matter who would be
crushed. Whenever you should sec the Governor
teil him not to listen to Gr baum. - His
tion as Treasurer will nced some explanation, as
far as I have seen from the books alrendy.

(Signed) Yours., . C. MECHELRE.™

Gentlemen of the Committee, comment on Mr.
Mechelke is unnecessary. I desire to present an
explunution of how the work has heen earried on. -
First, The;night-=o0il burring permit system. " The
tickets are issned at the Park oflice, perimituing the
burying of night-20il in the parks at 50 cents a
load. Thus, in the year ending March 1, 1876,
tickets for 4,047 loads were issned and for which
was received by the Secretary $2,023.50. The
tickete are delivered to an authorized person at the
vurk, and thos there is a check on the receipts by
the Seeretary.

Second, The practice of collecting orders on the
County Treasurer. The Secrétary from time to
time ascertained from the County Treasurer what
snin of money conld be drawn for by the West Park
Commission, - and usually orders were drawn
for round sums,—say 35,000 or $10,000, or
still larger amounts. 'The Secretary would present
the order for the indorsement ot the Treasurer,
procure & check from the County Treasurer on his
banker, and payable to the order of Henry Greene-
baum, Treasnrer, and deposit the same with the
Tressurer of the Park Board. Sometimes checks
would be issned to cover rebates, and the indorse-
ments of the Treasurer procured. 1In such cases
the checks would be used in payment of taxes with
the County Treasurer, and not as a deposit made
with the Treasurer of the Park Roard. All these !
transactions, [ believe, were legitimate. Secretary

o5 with Mr. Mechelke. T(l;lc Trcnl.::urer has houid t A thi d ted  Loding has taken good care to chargethe Treasurer
‘received 83.3063.24 from the Couuty Treasurer, | shouid not dose anything, an wante i 2 has La 4 3 g e

it Se ord f - . - o n account withali the moneys and orders deposited

Lut o credit is given for it in his monthly re- | to . make the amount  good. Lhe  Gin him, while making no entrics at all of orders

ports, to which §1,603.31, being added as having
been realized for discount on his land bonds,
purchased, as per. Treasurer’s report, March 2,
1871, the total is $4,958.55. He computes that
Mr. Greepebaum made- at leest $1,600 in
jnterest. The report holds tbhat, thog‘;:h
5 e

Board could take such steps as would induce
Avery to return to Chicago for at least thirty
days, and fix his matters up; if he should be
unsuccesstul, be to be atlowed to go back un-
molested to the place which he had chosen as
his refuge. - He would like the Town Board to
take some action. i

iksned for rebate. - tlad he debited the Treasurer.,
be would have been obliged to again credit
him and debit rebate accounts. Several
orders have been presented - to the Treasurer
for his indorsement, which, it now appears,
have been obuained from the Secretary by Com-
mirsioners Line, Runyan, andIlitt. On thesc there

h d for . overdrafts, a0 o .
vg.rk m"ﬁ%ums were mever overdrawn. Justice Inwersoll hardly thousht that the = appears 1,277 as uever baving been accounted for
© Board had anything to say in the matter, as by the Secretary. Now, while the theory is that

LAND. the Coanty Treasurer requires the signature of the

No.2of the report goes into a long descrip-

+ tion of the land transactions at Humboldt Park,
and shows how the Board purchased its land
and assumea mortazes. It goes on to show how
forty acres were puarchased for Humboldt Park
from B. B. Ducning and wife for $50,000, and
how g morteage for §16,000 was assaumed, and
how a 25,000 forfeiture was paid, and seven
geres, instead of five, donated back to the par-
ties, after the contract had been siened for but
«five'acres. The worst portion of the transaction
lies in the fact that the full amount of $50,000,
mentioned in the deed, was_issued, without re-
serving  the §16,000. . The President at
‘the meeting of the Board April 1, 1870,
.reported  that but  $33,510 in _bonds
bud been issued to Dunning out of the $50,000,

. rescrving $16,400 for incumbrance. Yet the
other bouds got out of the office, and payment
was demanded uwpon -them, but there is no
record in the office to explain this transaction.
All of Dunning’s bonds ~but - $5,000 have been
{;uid. but there is no- record that the incum-
ranee has been discharged. Fora lot pur-
chased from W. H. Todhuoter $1,250 was au-
thorized to be paid, aud yet he reccived $1.450.
For fiftcen lots bourht of H. G. Loomis, while
the deed calls for a  comsideration ot
£15.000, the sum of $30.000 was paid, as
shown by the records. The  report quotes at
Jength from the records, and shows the allezed
frrecutarities of Messrs. Henry Greencbaum and
Isaac R- 1litt, the Committec on Humboldt Park
at the time. - Theabstractsof titlestothelandin
Humboldt Park are given in detail.  Of the 200
acres in Humboldt Park nearly all bas been
purcpased at S$1.250 per acre, and a few small

the whole thing was in the bands of the Su-
pervisor.

Justice Scully said that he favored the im-
munity asked for, providing the money was
restored.

Justice Morrison said that he and Avery
Moore had been warm {riends for a lon% time,
both suelally and politically, :mdl that he had
long held him in respect. But he ‘had forfeited
the confidence of the people, and his (Morri-
son’s) personal resbect. e, for one, had no
compromise to offer. He believed in Avery
Moore atoning to the community for the out-
rage be had committed upon it. He was op-
posed to granting immunity to public deraplt-.
ers. Hedaily sent tothe Bridewell for thirty
and sixty days those who had hooked but 50
cents or stolen a dog.  He was opposed to any-
thine like a comnrotnise.

Mr. Dow explained that Moore wanted to
come lrere and  fix up his indebtedaess with the

‘town. He would rely upou his fricnds to carry

him out. Jis real estate was badly incumber-
ed, but nothing would be kept back.

Mr. Wheeler then read a letter from the de-
faulting Supervisor, in which he affected con-
trition and a desire to leave the precincts of
Spencer and Von Hollen. and return once more
to his native heath. He also read a provosed
reply, which laid stress upon the personal {riend-
ship of the members of the Town Board.

MR. B. G. GILL.
one of Moore’s bondsmen, thought the default-
er shonid first scttle apd then come back. Or
else come back and give himsell up and cn-
deavor to pay what he owed the town. If he
did come back, he for onegwas ready to go his
bail, and also help reimburse the town; but he

Secretary, Auditor, and Treasurer to make pay-
ments to the Park Board, the Secretary attends to
the business of collecting and depositing with the
Treasurer. In casc the Sccretary abuses his trust,
the Treasurer is no more to biame than the Audit~
or. The nae of the latter appears on the orders
na well as the former. There is a check upon the
Sccretary in the Finance Committee. This Com-
mittee has consisted of Stanford, Holden, and
Lipe. They have been furnisbed each year with
atatements of the County Treasurer in the nature
of zccounts current, giving a statement of the
orders of the Park Commissioners paid by him.
They certify in writing, March 1, 1874, Feb, 28,
1875, March 1, 1876, that they have
EXAMINED ALL THE ACCOUNTS

of the Secretary, Auditor, and Treasarer, and that
they all correzpond and are true and correcet, and
represent all the receipts and disbursements. They
gave me, as it were, a receipt in full every year
for all the money 1 handled, agreeing with me tnat
the bajance 1 reported on hand wus the correct
amount and left me, when I could have no possi-
bic suspicion that the same was wrong. - I il no
reason to doubtthe integrity of the Secretary, lie
enjoyed the contidence of ail the members of the
Boardin an eminent degree.  He was especially
appreciated by Commissioner Lipe, through whose
fntluence he obtamed the Secretaryship of the
Board. ~With Commissioner lolden on the
Finance Commiitee. a2 man who has been in
public oflice ever since I can remember; a rep-
resentative man, whom the present Board
of Counly Commissioners have honored with
the position of President, an accomplished gentle-
man, who mnkes hims=elf useful as a member of
the Connty Board of Education; a gentleman .who
has narsed fn his bosom the foud hope of tepre-
renting the West Division in the hiall of the United
States Congress,—how should 1 for # moment
suppose, with Commissioner f{olden on the Com-
mittee, that any regularity on the vart of either tha

arcels have been bought at §1,400, and some 5 ¢ip ret Tee N , y
{:: ’;:lc ]a)om:\-mle Loomis ias received $2,000 per  did not believe in givinz him immunity, with a  Secretary, Auditor, or Treasurer conld escape his |
acre,’ and tbe Board has only received a freedom to leave again if he failed to raise  keen and penetcating judzmenty Alas, for humag |
acre, o enough to pay his_debts. Such_a thing wouid hopes! \Whether willfully or unwittingly, that

Finance Committee has pot performed its

quit-claim deed, without cven the necessary ab-
stracts of title. In the purchase of a lot from
Lazarus Silverman, $1.200 was- allowed by the
-Assessors.-  Of this $650 was donated back to
the park, vet this was paid five months after
1he order for it was issued. Messrs. Hitt and
Greenehaum are asked to explain this transac-
tion, which is rather qucer on its face, as the
records accompanying show, ot

tion in Jand is recorded. Commissioners Isaac
R. Hitt avd Eben F. Ranyan_ cach owgcd.n.()g
rwres undivided in the E. 34 of the S. W. X
of Ser. 26, 40, 13, which they sold to the B;)gp}

Anotber transac-

merely make the Town Board a laughing-stock.
He was surprised st the proposition.

Justice Morrison simply sneered at such an
idea.

- Justice Ingersoll thought there was a way of
pringing Moore back.

Juctice Scully thought Moore could bo
brought back if a sufficient reward was offered,
—say $10,000 or $20,000.- The Board demanded
that the moucy be returned to the town. They
had no rirht to say to Avery Moore that he
would not be arrested if he came back. That
was for the State’s Attorney aud the Judge of

duty. Whether Stanford outvoted Holden and
Lipe. or Lipe and Holden outvoted Stanford, 1 do
not know. But this I do know. Thcy have griev-
ously wronged me by their ill-conduct, Theyhave
forced me in a position, after the death of the
Secretary, when I am  called upon to
vindicate my integrity, 1 am called .unon
to account for cash which I - never had
an opportanity to count.: And were not my conti-
dence in the impartiality and the stern sensc of
justice of the honorable gentlemen of the Town
Board of West Chicazo 2s firmly et as a rock. [
ghould uespair of maintaining an honored reputa-
tion in a city where I have lived from boyhood up,

o .. J. Douglasg for ¥2,525 A
:har(. °h“°]})032§’,,55 frequently represents Rua- | the Criminal Court to say. and where generally my word has been considered
an  §n the Jund  transactions with Mr. Dow said be kuew very well that tic  asgood as anond. und stand in fear of innocently
3 N Town Board could not grant immunity. He suffering from unrjust imputations. Respectfully
submitted. IENRY GREENEBAUM,

the Park, while Commissioner Hitt's name fre-
uenily appears as negotiator for other parties.
}'lxc record sbows that Hitt often conveyed land
lor others to the West Park Board, for which
there is no authority on record. Theland trans-
actions which e had with Frank W. Hurd and
Jonas Hess are susceptible of explanatiom, a5
hic seems to have acted in the several capacities
of nesotiator for the sale of their land tv the
West Yark Commission, as a Park Com-
missioner, and as an_arbitrator between
Munsell . and  the Park Board. In the
Munsell transaction, where Bitt was ixtwmcy,
Munsell objected to the award of §0,920as net
Gamagres, and the matter was referred to Isaac
" R. Hitt and Heary Greencbaum,—the Comumit-
ieg on Humboldt™ Park. The Committee al-
owed Munsell $10,900 for 14,620 acres of land,
and also 5950, which it was afterwards learned
the Board had no business to -pav, as it covered
95-100 acres for a public street. There are sev-
eral other transactions for which no records
»an be found in the Board’s archives.

No.3 of the report. takes fo the land pur-
thases for Central Park, and covers a vast
amount of paper and space. :

CONTRACTS.

The report next elaborates upon 1ie yarnous
contracts, and states that there hasbeen a waste
in trees and shrabs. The gravel coutract re-
ceives some attention, and it is claimed that
there were errors in the mcasur(gulcut.. A .

The report states that wpou investization it
15 found that the President in 'severnl reports
had stated that he issued 'to different  parties
mortgages on the park lands purchased of them
to secure tie land bonds issued fn payment,

secems te conflit  with 3

only asked the co-opcration of the Board. Its
officers and tbe Supervisor werc prosecuting the
case, and they could use their influence with the
State’s Attorney. The proposition was madein
good faith. The appeal was only made so that |
his friends could make up the amount which be-
Jonred to the town. 1f Moore was put in jail
when he came back; be aid. not believe that the
Wwest Town would zut its money. .

Justice Morrison—He ought to be in jail,
where hie belongs.

Mr. Dow—I appreciate the zeal of tho town
oflicers.

Justice Sheridan thought the only way to do
was to act under Mr. GilP’s suggestion, which
was the only practical thing. -

Justice Ingersoll reiterated that he thought
that they had no authority to act uwpon this
matter as a Board. i

Justice Morrison moved that the proposition
be not accepted, and called for the ayes and
noes.. The entire Board voted in the affirma-

tive.
HENRY GREENEBAUM.

At this stage Mr. Greenevaum filed in, in
single file. between Commissioners Muus and
Holden. The latter woke from a sort of leth-
argy into which he had fallen, and smiled a
sardonic smile. Commissioner Lipe rubbed his
eres, and Muus looked actually astounded.

“ar. Greencbaum. unfolded a manuscript,
which he asked the privilege to read, and whicl
was granted. It is as follows:

Tothe Honorable the Town Board of Vest Chi-
cago—GeNTLENEN: In listening to the reading of
the report of Afr. McChesney, I took & few noles
as he was proceeding, and propose 10 meet somo

Ex-Treas. West Chicago Park Commieston.

Mr. Morrison moved that the communication
be recelved, and, if McChesney’s report be
printed, that-Mr. Greencbaum’s reply be print-
ed with it, so thayv the taxpayers could judge
for themselves, and draw their own inference.
The motion.preuailed.

RX-SUPERVISOR PILGRIM.
~ The following letter was read from ex-Super-
visor Pilgrin, denying that he is short in his
accounts:

The Hon. West Town Board: From newspaper
reports of your proceedinzs at the last meetinz,
the public are given to understand that I owe the
town $550. In juetice to myself allow me to say
that I do not owe the Town of West Chicazo a
cent, The apparentdeficit you speak of is lying in
the bank in New York waiting for the presentation
of coupons yet outstanding,

The semi-2nnual interest on, West Park bonds
amonnted during my term of oflice to $23,345,
which amount was forwarded through ahome bank
to the bank in New York designated for the re-
demption of said coupons. Indue time the coupons
came back. but were exch time some three or four
short. 1have during my term in oftice called re-
peatedly for said back numbers, and was informea
that it was neccessary that the monevy should
remain in the bank a reasonable time, waiting for
the presentation of said coupons,  There is no
doubt bat wiat said arrcars will be prouiptly for-
warded if called for. Respectfully,

. Hexny Pineriy,
Ex-Supervisor of West Chicago.

The communication, on motion of Justice
Matson, was received, and the bank requested

to make a statement of mon(gs received and
paid out on interest account ' during past years, |

Q

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

and the amount of money. on hand credited to
the town for pavment of past-due coupons.
Messrs. Holden and Greenebaum had a mild
tili, atter which the meeting  adjourned, having

-been one of the most. exciting and interesting

Town Board meetings ever beld in West Chit
cago.



