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THE GREENEBAUM BUILDING.

A Happy Inauguration of the New Home
of Three German Banks,

Description of the Building and Its
Offices---Cost, $120,000.

The opening of the new Greenebaum Build-
ing, on Fifth avenue, between Washington and
Randolph streets, was inaugurated yesterday
aftornoon, by a select party of the most prom-
inent business meu of the city, invited by Mr.
Henry Greenebaum. Among those, present
were the Hon. Thomss Hoyne, the Hon. Williawz
Bross, Mr. Peter Schuttler, Mr. A. C. Hesing,
Mr. B. G. Canifield. Mr. Fred Letz. Mr. Franz
Arnold, Judge Van Buren, Mr, Henry Leopold,
Mr. D. 8. Greenebaum, Mr. John A. Huck, Mr.
Isasc Greenebaum, Mr. H. Austrian, NMr. L. 1.
Gage, of the First National Bank, 3ir. J. Irving
Pearce and Mr. L. V. Parsons, of the
Third National Bank; Mr. W. H. Park,
of the Bank of Chicago, Mr. Elias Greense-
baum, Mr. Charles Honrotin, of tho Merchants’
Loan and Trust Company, Mr. Michael Greene-
baum, Mr. Richardson, of the Bank of Montreal,
Mr. James Warrsck, Mr. W. 8. Walker, and Mr.

Nelson Morris. Before sitting down, or rather
standing up, torthe very elegant cold luch set in
ono of the main:offices” of the bank, the party
ronmed around the building and examined its
mapy excellencies. The general ornamentation
and woodwork seemed to be most admired.

The latter is of massive black walnut, inlaid with
rosowood, birds-eyo maple, and enamel, and

decorated with gilt scroll.” When the lunch had

been disposed of, and the wine com-
menced: to flow, the guests . began to
ive expression to their opinions. Mr. Henry
reenebaum said a few words of introduction to
the toast * The City of Chicago,” which brought
out the Hon. Thomas Hoyne in a few neat ex-
tempore remarks, tomplimentary to the city and.
to Mr. Greenebaum, one of its represcntative
men of business. Mr. Hoyne was followed by
Governor Broaa, Mr. A. C. Hesing, Mr. Pierce,
Mr. Parks, Mr. Arnoid, Nr. Canlﬁe'ld, Judge Van
Buren, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Cooke, all of whom
spoke in high terms of the Greenebaum family
and its elevated position in the commumty.
Theea addresses were responded to by the sev-
eral members of the {&ﬁresent. The inau-
tion, if it can be s0 ed, was continued
until a late hour in the évening.

The many excellencies of the Greenebaum
building are worthy of a detailed examination.
First of al, its very location—in the van of the.
westward movement of our banking institutions
inaugurated by the fire—midway between the
new and the old quarters of our wholesals trade,
esay of access of the business men as well as to
the artisans to South, West, and North Divis-
ions—in cloge proximity to the. offices of two
great newspapers, the Chamber of Commerce,

- Jourt House, and the teleqnph offices—it was a
master-stroke of policy to locate this building in
its present site.

o gize of the building is B0x30 feet on the
ground. Itiga high basement building, four

" gtories high above the bagement. The twomost

_prominent characteristics of the building are ita
solidity and the convenience of ita arrangements
for the public as well as for other occupants. It
is built of Baena Vista and Ambherst sandstons,
in s modernized modification of ths Romanesque
style; the basement characterized by heavy mas-
give.square piers, the first story by large col-
umns, with carved capitals, carrying rich molded
arches with carved spandrels. The upper atories
have openings with deep molded reveals, the
whole front enlivened by heavy projecting pilas-
ters and rich string coursea. _The entire build-
ing is crowned by a galvanized iron’ cornice of
unique design. L

1ts foundations contain more than 6,000 cubic
feot of dimension stone, 100 cords of rubble
masonry; its massive walls have consumed
1,200,000 bricks, and 8,000 cubic feet of cub
stone, Itmaybe imagined that,to consume this |
qusatity of material, the walls must be of un- |
usual thickness. Suchis indeed tho case. The

, ontaside and inside walls of basement are two

feot thick, those of first story and the' outside

walls of second story are twenty inches thick,
pone of the other walls are less than 16 inches

\thick. All walls carrying floors are of brick; nota
gingle floor in the building is.carried on a wooden
partition or supports. e vaults ‘are larger
than those of any other building in the aty.
The combined aresa of the floors of the various
vaulis in this building exceed 1,000 feet square.
It was on account of its superior vault accom-
modations that the newly-formed Abstract Com-

any selected the basement of the building for
its dwelling place for the next five years. The
rooms occupied by the Abstract Company, be-
gides having a vault surface of nearly 250
square feet, offers splendid light and abundant
ventilation.

The main floor of the‘buﬂding, measuring 80x
80 feot, is occupied by the German National
Bank on the south, the German Savings Bank
on the north, and tho offica of Henry Greene-
baum & Co. in the middle, each concern occupy-
ing sbout one-third of the space. In designing
these rooms, reference was first had to absolute
strengthb—to see how this has been accom-
plished, look at the large piers and arches, sep-

! arating the German National from the ofiice of

.Henry Greenebaum & Co. To attest the con-

I‘yenience of the azrrangements for tho general

- public, wecan only say try them. There is no

_other place in the city where so many @ifferent

kinds of business can be transacted within the

i compass of one snite of rooms, as on the first

| flanr nf tha Greenebaum building.

' Nor has the comfort of the employes been loft
out of gight. A flood of light at every desk—

large,light,and well-ventilated cloak, wash-rooms,

and water-closets, easy of access [rom every

‘ part of the building. The rooms themselves
well warmed in winter and ventilated for sum-

| merf use, there scems nothing wanting to make
them perfect model business quarters. The
general elogance and originality of the finish of
doors, windows, and counters adds to_the good
impression made by the interior of this floor on
the beholder.

: The position of theroom of Mr. Greenebaum—
midway between the various departments of his
business and still easyof sccess to the public—is
also worthy of mention, sad will cause great
saving of tima both to himselfand to Lis clients.

YWhile speaking of the excellencies of these
apartments, wo must not forget the vaults,which
contain 300 square feet of floor surface, and

which are strengthened, in addition to the un-
usually beavy arrangement of brick walls and
arches, by iron arches, which have consumed
fully 36,000 pounds of iron. The lining of the
cash vault at the German National Bank,
with a solid continuous mass of rolled iron, ten
inch “I” beams, is unapproached by any other
vault in the city, except that of the First Na-
tional Bank. Perhaps there is no better stand-
ard whereby to judge of the excellence of work
of this description than its cost.. The sum paid
for the iron and steel linings, and the various
valt-doors and locks in the building, is $9,000.

Over the rooms of the German National Bank,
and connected with it by an iron staircase, are
the rooms of the Illinois Mortgage Compan
covering & surface of 26x80 feet, with auu{{
lined with iron measuring 7x19 feet..

Turning from the rooms devoted to the inter-
ests of Mr. Greenebsum to those open to the
genersal public, we find that there, too, the ideas
of solidity, comfort, snd_ elegance have been
carried oui; heavy walls, Iarge vaults, commo-
dious stair weys, {arge, well-highted corridors and
rooms, elegant ﬁnmh, wash-rooms, water-closets,
steam-heating coils, meet us wherever we turn. |

tWhile we have spoken of the heavy masonry ;
of the building, we neglected to mention the un-
usuakstrongth of the floor-timbering; none of ‘
the floor-joist messure less than 3x14, and those
of long 8pace are 4x14. All the partitions are:
gupported by heavy rolled iron beamns to avoid |
the consequence of the shrinkage of wooden
supports. The floors of the firast and second
stories, and those of all halls, are of maple. The
hardwood doors and casings are mede in a man-
ner equal to cabinet work.

Unusual care has been taken with the plumb-
ing work and the tin roof, waich were done un-
der the immediate supervision of Mr. Michasl
Greencbaum, who for many years has been ern-
geged in such business, and “who has hers ex-
pended the results of all his experience in_one
effort to secare that rara acis, a perfect job of
plumbing and roofing. Again epplying the
money test, we atate that nearly $7,500 has been
expended on this part of the work. |

The entire cost of the work is $120,000,
and was executed by the following contractors:
1,. H. Boldenwick, stone-cutter; Thomas E.
Courtney & Co., masons; MecDougal & McKind-
ley, carpenters; Letz & Co. and A. Bolter, iron
workers ; 8. H. Harris, vauit door manufacturer;
William Swissler, painter and glazier; Reilley
Bros., plumbers; Crane Bros. Manufacturing
Company, steam heatexs; 8totz & Woltz, manue
{facturing counters and bank finish, and many
others, the whole work being done from dqsi‘ﬁm

or

by snd under the supervision of Burling, A
& Co., architects.
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